We pledge!!!!!

Athens Sparta Dialogue

[Alexandros, a Spartan man, and Macedon, an Athenian man run into each other around the square where the truce of 421 BC is being negotiated.]

ALEXANDROS: Ouch! Watch where you’re going Athenian!  

MACEDON: Me? You watch your own self!  You crossed right in my path! 

ALEXANDROS: You better have some respect for the Spartans from now on.  Its well known that our army’s the strongest in the world.  We could easily teach you a lesson if we had to.

MACEDON:  Oh yeah?  A strong army is only a tiny part of having a strong city.  You wouldn’t stand a chance against us in the long haul!  Success isn’t just about drills and brute strength.  All Athenians know you must have the intelligence to go with it…a concept Spartans probably can’t comprehend.

ALEXANDROS:  You, the Athenians, have values?  You won’t even let your women have schooling.  You lock them in their homes all day.  Our women are given military training and even rule the houses while the men are away.  We actually make use of all our citizens and give them some respect!

MACEDON:  What?  That’s a ridiculous statement.  Our women actually have important tasks, like providing decent care for our children!  Unlike your culture, our young men receive appropriate schooling and have good lives; they aren’t training from the moment of birth and sleeping on cold floors!

ALEXANDROS:  Obviously that’s what it takes to be the strongest army in the world!  Our men aren’t lounging in baths and playing music all day.  They are tough and can survive anything-that’s why your men are so easily wiped out by petty disease.  Remember the recent plague?

MACEDON: You know very well no empire has defense against the brute power of nature.  And even so, we have continued to fight you over the years without surrender!

ALEXANDROS: Pah!  You know that if our leaders weren’t negotiating this truce we’d be pummeling you to the dirt without mercy!  You’re  lucky we have enough slaves already, or else we’d be rounding you Athenians up!

MACEDON:  I’d like to see you try!  We’d take you land or sea!  You forget as well that we have the strongest navy in the world!  The only reason you’ve had any victory against us is because you’ve hidden your army inland away from our ships!  You Spartans claim your brave but you’re just cowardly!  I’m sure this truce is just so you can save your skins from our swords when we decide we’ll conquer Sparta for good!

ALEXANDROS:  Cowardly?   Do not confuse strategy with fear!  Sparta has more important matters to attend to then the annoying stings of Athens’s puny sailboats.

We have a world to conquer.  We are beyond petty games like sport and math to pass time.  We have no need for anything but training.  While you work in your fields, our helots feed us food they’ve already grown.  

MACEDON:  The helots that almost overthrew your whole empire?

ALEXANDROS: It’s true that we have had our weak times, but we accept them and learn from them.   Athens would do well to do the same.

MACEDON:  I refuse to take the advice of a Spartan.  Time will tell, Spartan.  I believe only one Greek empire can rule in this world.

ALEXANDROS:  I suppose I can agree on that point, if nothing else you’ve said today.

I will see you on a future battlefield, at a battle destined to come!

