FRENCH Revolution BREAK DOWN
· Pre-revolution 

· Financial crisis
· Estates-General of 1789
· National Assembly (1789)
· National Constituent Assembly (1789–1791) 

· Storming of the Bastille
· Working toward a constitution
· Women's March on Versailles
· Revolution and the Church
· Intrigues and radicalism
· Royal flight to Varennes
· Completing the constitution
· Legislative Assembly (1791–1792) 

· Failure of the constitutional monarchy
· War and Counter-Revolution (1792–1797)
· National Convention (1792–1795) 

· Execution of Louis XVI
· Reign of Terror
· The guillotine as a symbol
· The Constitutional Republic: The Directory (1795–1799)
Crane Brinton – Stages of Revolutions

·     Fall of the Old Order

·     Rule by Moderates

·     Terror (Radical extreme)

·     Turn From Radical Rule

·     Oppressive rule (usually military ruler)

·     Restoration
French government between 1789 and 1799 followed the sweep of a pendulum, going from absolutism in 1789 to constitutional monarchy in 1790, on to radical republicanism in 1792-1794 (with the Terror as the most dreadful aspect), then back to a middle position with the Directory of 1795-1799, and finally on to the right with Napoleon, "first consul" in 1799 and emperor in 1804. In outward appearance, this imaginary pendulum sweep seemed to bring the French people back to the absolutism they had discarded in 1789.
